
Below: PAT mom, Cindy  

Boxler with her daughter, Alli-

son, shows off their new bun-

dle of joy, Jasmine, who was 

born in August.  
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Start Off Smart 

Would you like to see a  

picture of your child on our 

birthday page? E-mail a picture to 

jmcguire@socs.k12.in.us and we’ll try 

to get it in. Make sure you e-mail it 

the month before their birthday and 

include child and parent names.  

SOS October Birthdays  

2nd  Lauren Stewart 

7th  Liddia Moler 

11th  Timothy Wheeler 

12th  Trevor Floyd 

14th  Evelyn Sylvester 

18th  Rylan Robinson 

19th  Dakota Wilson 

21st  Billy Harper 

21st  Kaylynn Stickels 

22nd  Delainey Key 

24th  Ethan Wright 

26th  Chloe Ingle 

30th  Valiant Hauk 

Happy Birthday to Ethan Wright, 

son of Kevin and Brandie Wright. 

He is shown here during a PAT 

home visit enjoying a birthday 

book with dad! 

Above: Evie  

Willen, daughter of 

Chuck and Amber 

Willen,  at home 

during a PAT visit, playing 

cowgirl in her 

pretty pink hat! 

Below: Happy Birthday to 

Kaylynn Stickels, daughter of 

Shawn and Kim Stickels! 

Happy Birthday to 

Timothy Wheeler, 

shown here with his 

little brother 

Carsyn. Timothy 

and Carsyn are the 

children of Brad 

and Holly Wheeler. 

Apple Butter Festival 
Right: OCLN staff member, Jenny 

McGuire, is joined by Schelby &  

Aliyah McGuire to toss candy from 

the OCLN parade truck.  
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Leaf and Apple Lacing 

Materials needed: 

Paper & pencil         Thin cardboard 

Yarn or ribbon         Hole punch 

Draw an outline of an apple or leaf. Trace it onto cardboard 

and cut it out. Punch holes every inch or two around out-

side edges. Lace with yarn or ribbon. Allow your child to do 

as many steps of the craft as his age allows. It’s great fine 

motor practice!  

 

Tip: For more fun, lace two shapes together, leav-

ing the top open to form a little pouch your child 

can tuck things into. Tie a yarn handle on top! 

Preschool Craft Corner 

The OCLN staff 

would like to welcome back 

PE Olivia Jeffers. So glad 

you are feeling better! 

L to R: Delainey, 

Nayeli & Timothy, 

Katie, Chase & Tara, 

Liv & Karson, Kendal, 

Mona & Marishka  

explore activities at  

September play group.  

If you think babies are 

too young for books, 

think again! Books are so 

important for develop-

ment. When you hold 

your baby and read a 

book, she’ll love snug-

gling up and looking at 

the pictures and hearing the rhythm of 

your voice. You’ll be sharing closeness 

and helping her language skills at the 

same time. For tips on choosing books 

for young children go to: 

www.zerotothree.org or 

www.earlychildhoodnews.com 

Books - for Babies! 
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Will my child have the skills he needs? 

Here are a few skills that are important. See if you can recognize the skills your 

child has already mastered.  

 

 

My Child:  

_____   Listens to stories without interrupting 

 

_____  Pays attention for short periods to adult-directed tasks  

 

_____  Recognizes rhyming sounds 

 

_____  Speaks understandably  

 

_____  Talks in complete sentences of five to six words  

 

_____  Looks at a picture and can tell a story 

 

_____  Shows understanding for general times of day 

 

_____  Understands actions have both causes and effects 

 

_____  Identifies some alphabet letters  

 

_____  Identifies beginning sounds of some words  

 

Do you know the definition of these commonly used “school readiness” terms? 

 

Phonological Awareness - the understanding that the stream of oral language can 

be broken into smaller units of sound - words, syllables, and individual words.  

Phonemic Awareness - the ability to hear individual phonemes (the smallest 

sounds in language that can be represented by letters.) 

Alphabetic Principle - the understanding that there is a systematic relationship  

between letters and sounds. Ex. “cat” has three sounds-three: ”c”, “ah”, and “tuh.”  

    

Kindergarten Readiness Tips 



Play & Learn Group 

2011 - 2012 Schedule 
We’re excited to start a new year of Play Group at 

SES! Mark the dates and plan to join us at the 

Leah Watt Center.  

 

2011 Dates 

Wednesday, September 14  9 to 11 am 

Wednesday, October 12  9 to 11 am 

Wednesday, November 16  9 to 11 am 

Wednesday, December 14  9 to 11 am 

 

2012 Dates 

Wednesday, January 11  9 to 11 am 

Wednesday, February 8  9 to 11 am 

Wednesday, March 21  9 to 11 am 

Wednesday, April 18   9 to 11 am 

Wednesday, May 16   9 to 11 am 

 

Parents, if we omit your 

child’s name from our birthday 

page we apologize! Please  

contact us if this happens so 

we can correct the error.   

    Thanks! 

SOS Staff 
Jenny McGuire       Olivia Jeffers        Cindy Terrell 
 

Start Off Smart   E-mail: sosocln@gmail.com 
P.O. Box 603   Phone: 812.829.5869 
Spencer, Indiana 47460  Web: www.ocln.net 

www.ocln.net or 
www.facebook.com/owencountylearningnetwork 

Donõt Miss a Thing! 
Parents - Please remember to let us know of 

phone number or address changes. This will 

insure your child will receive FREE  birthday 

books each year! Just call 829-5869 to keep us 

updated. 

OOPS! 

 

Congratulations to Tim Summerlot, winner of the 

Yamaha 4-Wheeler Raffle! The winning ticket 

was drawn Tuesday, September 27th during the 

Owen County Learning Network’s Annual Auc-

tion. Tim came to claim his prize the next day and 

is pictured with some of the OCLN staff, board 

members and volunteers.  

Front row: Nayeli Young and mother Ale, Landon 

Summerlot with parents, Jodie and Tim, Saman-

tha Carver. 2nd row: Penny Megenhardt, Cindy 

Terrell. Back row: Greg Linton, John King, 

Gordon Wells, Olivia Jeffers, Rachel Carver, and 

Millie Ranard.  


