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Start Off Smart  

Want to see a 

picture of your 

child on our birthday 

page? E-mail a picture to  

jmcguire@socs.k12.in.us  

E-mail it the month  

before  their birthday 

and include child and 

parent 

names.  

SOS December Birthdays  
12th   Mason Bowman 

12th   Shane Lamb 

13th   Kenzi Bixler  

13th   Carsyn Wheeler  

16th   Kurtis Flick, Jr.  

20th   Zander Schooley  

22nd  Ryan Schumaker 

28th   Alyssa Brewer  

30th   Haley Amador  

The staff of Start Off Smart would like to wish you 

a Very Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 

Barb
ie 

Cindy 

Jenny 

Oliv
ia 

Happy birthday to Alyssa 

Brewer, daughter of Amy 

Freeman and Jim Brewer.  

Happy birthday to  

Carsyn Wheeler, son of 

Brad and Holly Wheeler.  

 

Mahailee Kemp  enrolled in SOS in 

2001. She loved books then and 

still does now! She is also an òAó student and involved in 

4H. Mahailee is now 11 years old and in Mrs. Ciresiõs class 

at PES. Start Off Smart participated in PESõ recent   

Family Reading Night where Mahailee won a poetry award. 

Shown below left to right: Cindy Terrell, Mahailee with 

her award, and Lora Kemp (mom).  Way to go, Mahailee!  

Join us!  
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The Importance of Dads  
Did you know?  

Babies cope better with strangers 

when their fathers have been one 

of their primary caregivers.  

Boys with warm, nurturing fathers are likely to 

grow up self -confident, academically successful, 

generous, and compassionate.  

Check Out These Community Happenings for the Holidays!  

Toy Explosion 2011  
The Church of God of Prophecy located at 469 S. 

Washington Street, Spencer is now accepting new 

and gently used toys, hats, coats, and gloves through 

November 30! They will host their annual Toy  

Explosion community outreach on December 10 

where donated items will be given out. For more  

information please call 812 -828 -1195.  

 

Live Nativity at LaCampagne  
LaCampagne will present their annual live 

nativity on December 2 & 3. The church 

invites you to visit the nativity with your 

family.  You can enjoy free, hot drinks as you drive 

through and view the presentation.   

        Christmas Assistance Applications  

         Owen County Systems of Care Program is now  

         accepting applications for those needing help this           

Christmas. This program is for families who would not 

be able to provide Christmas presents for their chil-

dren without this assistance. If you are receiving help 

elsewhere they ask you not to apply since resources 

are limited. Applications can be picked up at local 

schools and social service agencies. For more informa-

tion please contact Angie Temples at 812 -879 -4369.  

 

Bikes for Tykes  

The Exchange Club is hosting itõs Christmas outreach 

giving bikes to those children in need. Applications may 

picked up at local schools. Please apply by December 1.  

Play Group is for Dads, too!!  Below: Mike Boxler with 

daughter Jasmine.  
Below: Sean Higgins with daughter Ava.  

Below: Ryan Mace with 

daughter Tara.  

Boys are especially likely to be readers if their  

fathers read to them.  

Girls whose fathers have been respectful and nur-

turing toward them tend to be confident and relate 

well to boys and men in their teen and adult years.  

Not all children have fathers who are present in 

their lives, but a competent, caring male figure in a 

fathering role can nurture and guide young children 

and make a difference!  



CHARITABLE  

FOUNDATION  Smithville  

Play & Learn Group 

2011 - 2012 Schedule 
Join us for Play & Learn Group at SES! Our final 

2011 Play Group is December 14. Mark the dates 

and plan to join us at the Leah Watt Center.  

 

2011 Dates  

Wednesday, December 14  9 to 11 am 

 

 

2012 Dates  

Wednesday, January 11   9 to 11 am 

Wednesday, February 8   9 to 11 am 

Wednesday, March 21   9 to 11 am 

Wednesday, April 18    9 to 11 am 

Wednesday, May 16    9 to 11 am 

 

 

SOS Staff 
Jenny McGuire       Olivia Jeffers        
Cindy Terrell      Barbie Barker 

Start Off Smart   E-mail: sosocln@gmail.com 
P.O. Box 603   Phone: 812.829.5869 
Spencer, Indiana 47460  Web: www.ocln.net 

Weõd like to say òthank youó to all our supporters.      

The generosity of our funders makes it possible             

for us to serve Owen County families with                              

educational programs and free books.  

Pumpkin Crisp 
1 15oz can pumpkin     

1 cup chopped pecans 

1  12 oz can evaporated milk 

1 1/2 sticks melted butter 

3 eggs    

8 1/2 oz. cool whip 

3/4 tsp. cinnamon  

Yellow cake mix       

Cinnamon & Nutmeg 

Mix pumpkin, canned milk, eggs, sugar, and cinnamon to-

gether. Pour into greased 9x13 cake pan. Sift the cake mix on 

top of the pumpkin mixture. Spread pecans on top of cake 

mix. Pour the melted butter over the cake mix.  

Bake in a   preheated 350°oven for 50-60 minutes, until  

toothpick comes out clean.  

When cake is completely cool, spread with cool whip and 

sprinkle cinnamon and nutmeg on top.  

Do you like to shop Wal - Mart, Target, and 

Toys R Us online for Christmas? When you 

shop online at these & hundreds  of other 

stores visit www.Goodshop.com first and 

choose Owen County Learning Network as your 

charity. A percentage of your purchase will be 

given to support the programs of OCLN!  

see flyer! 

Christmas Gift Idea -  
Buy a Cookbook and support 

our literacy programs! Find this recipe         

on  page 85                   

of the cookbook!  

 


